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PREFACE

Among all the beings who have appeared and upheld the teachings in later times, the one among them who
is as high as the top of a victory banner is Jamgoén Kongtrul Yonten Gyatso (also known as Lodrd Thaye),
a great scholar and practitioner identified in the Buddha’s scriptures who benefited all who came into contact
with him. His eyes were wide open with pure perception for all Buddhist schools. He composed over one hundred
volumes of works including the five great treasuries, thus carrying on the activities of teaching and propagating
the transmissions of the teachings of the Kagyu, Nyingma, Sakya, Jonang, and so forth—reviving the chariots
of practice lineages that had been at death’s door. The commentaries and manuals he wrote about the greater
and lesser sciences such medicine, astrology, and so forth opened the eyes of later scholars. He followed thirty-five
spiritual friends of all lineages, including his root lama, Jamgdn Vajradhara Pema Nyinche Wangpo, as well as
Karmapa Tekchok Dorje, Pawo Tsuklak Chdgyal, Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo, Orgyen Chokgyur Dechen Lingpa,
and others. It was as if there were no dharma in the Snow Land that he had not heard, and he became a great
treasury of dharma. He spent most of his life in mountain retreats, completing one hundred approach practices of the
Sarma and Nyingma vajrayana. He recognized directly the realization of the vajra meaning and thus is included

in the golden garland of the meaning lineage.

His next incarnation, known as the Karmapa’s Son Kongtrul, was born from Lhasik Lang ancestry as the
dharma offspring of the family of Avalokiteshvara, the Karmapa Khakhyap Deway Dorje. Free of any pride or
pretentiousness at being born to a highly esteemed family, he treated everyone respectfully and would speak
with all, whether high or low. He was a great bhikshu vajra holder unstained by defeats or remainders.
Seeing that possessions have no meaning, he gave away all that he owned three times. He saw his father the
Karmapa as an actual buddha and through that devotion manifested the realization of mahamudra. Thus he is

included in the ranks of Kagyu Vajradharas.

He was next born in Lhasa in the province of U and recognized by the Sixteenth Karmapa in a wondrous
fashion. While young, he followed the Karmapa and was like the elder Ananda in giving him incomparable
service and reverence. Like the dharma king Drimey Kunden, he was always compassionate and loving
toward the destitute and the sick. This lion among humans had no doubts or hesitations in protecting the
teachings and accomplishing the lama’s commands. When he showed the appearance of passing away
suddenly while still young, it was as if the teachings were diminished—it had been as if the mere presence of
this master had prevented any harm to the Karmapa'’s teachings, but for those whose merit was exhausted,

no more than this could occur.

His precious rebirth, whom | recognized by abandoning fraud and deceit and supplicating the Kagyu lamas,
is Jamgdn Lodrd Chokyi Nyima. He possesses in his being the liberation of his predecessors and lives as a

glorious protector of the teachings and beings.

On the occasion of the Kagyu Monlam Organization compiling and publishing Photographs Recalling the
Incarnations of Jamgdén Kongtrul, | pray that this book may nourish the faith of fortunate beings. In particular,
may this fourth nirmanakaya live as long as an unchanging swastika, an adamantine vajra, and a victory banner
that never descends. May he care for disciples such as myself with the compassion of his mind and the

nectar of his speech never flagging until samsara has been emptied.

Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje
November 1, 2012
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The handprints and footprints of Guru Rinpoche at Tsadra Rinchen Drak.
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Jamgoén Kongtrul Lodré Thaye’s personal vajra, bell, damaru, prayer wheel, and containers for blessing grains.
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A letter of commendation granted by the Thirteenth Dalai
Lama to Jamgoén Kongtrul Lodrd Thaye in 1899.
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Deshek Dupay Palace in the area of Dzongshd, which was blessed by Guru Rinpoche and his twenty-five disciples.
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Vairochana’s retreat cave in Dzongshd.
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The place where Jamyang Khyentse Wangpo and the great tertén Chokgyur Lingpa enthroned Jamgén Kongtrul Lodrd Thaye and gave him the

name Orgyen Chimey Tennyi Yungdrung Lingpa.
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The reliquary stupa containing the heart relics of Jamgén Kongtrul Lodrd Thaye.
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The Second Jamgén Kongtrul Khyentse Oser
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In front from right to left, Minling Khenchen Ngawang Khyentse Norbu (1904 —1968), Jamgén Kongtrul Khyentse Oser, the Eighth Dechen Chékhor Yongdzin Ngagi Wangpo (1909 —1959). The photograph was taken a a éﬁ T

ca.1949—1950 at Dekyi Lingkar in Lhasa at the residence of Ambassador Richardson.
BIBEGHE: B TERE M AEFE M (1904 —1968)  BEREERE EE - £\ R THEEKIEM & HK(1909-1959) - FAT1949—19505F /& - RN ERE MM ENE R EEEFRAVE ER

Another photograph taken at Ambassador Richardson’s residence.
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A letter of commendation given to Jamgoén Kongtrul

Khyentse Oser by the Fifteenth Karmapa Khakhyap Dorje.
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Letters recognizing the Third Jamgén Kongtrul written by the Sixteenth Karmapa on different occasions.
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As a child in Rumtek.
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Paying a visit to His Holiness the Dalai Lama, New York City, USA.
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Having a conversation with o Qntse Rinpoche in Europe. -
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In his quarters at Rumtek with Gyaltsap Rinpoche.
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Filing the Buddha statue at the Rumtek shedra with mantras and sacred substances.
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The Fourth Jamgoén Kongtrul Chokyi Nyima
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In front of the statue of Asanga inside the temple.
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The first time the reincarnation was brought to meet His Holiness the Karmapa
in Tsurphu after being recognized unmistakenly on December 19, 1996.
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With Kyabje Bokar Rinpoche in 1997.
FT1997 FEIF TR FORIEF

PV

el




W{mq (v u(;uuwu (‘Qmﬁ\(cb W]

-\ ('
" \ . \ ~ g

E o5 (1oL v”

“"lv'
€ ny




o
e

| Ff

H

&

(a]
L

Ju'::n - L:- ‘.'.%

B , i A
lil ’ MmO i \ : ‘

“
I
2

Stesessscencsane s -

Winee: ® BT e < O o 3ot d
SN “memewr — Kb I
T ""-._..,;:'-"' it bt B

¢
igisi!




>
O
it
0
©
c
(e}
=
(@]
£
-
o
o
[0
=
()
—
(@]
=
c
<
&=
c
(0]
=
[&}
o
o
c
o
=}
=
()
o]
=
(@]
c
=
c
Q
X
e
=

in November 2006.
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Visiting with Kyabje Tenga Rinpoche during a break at the Monlam.
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With Kyabje Khenpo Tsultrim Gyatso Rinpoche.
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Bestowing a Guhyasamaja empowerment at Karma Samten Ling Monastery in Nepal in 2008.
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